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Major Huguet, the French military attache in London; and
thenceforward they continued till 1914.
This step made explicit a momentous transformation of the
Entente. It had begun as a restoration of goodwill, based on a
bargained settlement, which implied an understanding that the
parties should give each other diplomatic support in realizing
the advantages bargained for. France had done so for Great
Britain in Egypt without serious hitch; but the British counter-
support in Morocco had stumbled on the quite unexpected Ger-
man intervention. By now this blackmail of Holstein's had so
hardened what it was intended to weaken, that Great Britain
and France were driven to face at least the possibility of carrying
on war as allies, and even to concert in advance the plans requi-
site for a joint campaign. Moreover though it was agreed on
both sides (and put in writing by Grierson and Huguet) that the
conversations did not bind the governments, they yet were offi-
cial; and it is obvious that two countries, each of which has un-
bosomed military secrets to the other, have gone far to commit
themselves against fighting in opposite camps. About the same
time confidential conversations took place in Brussels between the
British military attach^ and the chief of the Belgian general staff.
These were on a different footing, being purely unofficial and not
notified to either Grey or Haldane. They were expressly con-
fined to what might be done in the event of a prior violation of
Belgian neutrality by Germany. The famous Schlieflfen Plan,
on which Germany's violation of it in 1914 was based, had only
just been adopted in Berlin (December 1905). But Schlieffen
had been thinking along those lines since the turn of the century,1
and railway dispositions on the German side of the Belgian
frontier—e.g. the building of long troop-platforms at obscure
country stations with little traffic—had made pretty clear what
was intended.2
The final responsibility for the opening of the Grierson-Huguet
conversations rests with Campbell-Bannerman, who had the
determining voice about it. He also must be held responsible for
not consulting or acquainting the cabinet. What was the reason?
1	General H. J. von Kuhl, Der deutsche Generalstab in Vorbereitung und Durchfuhrung
des Weltkneges (1920), 166.
2	Records of the Anglo-Belgian conversations were unearthed at Brussels in
1914 by the Germans, who, as was natural in war-time, sought to base on them
against Belgium a charge of non-neutrality. But that could not now seriously be
argued.

